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APD Releases Videos of Response to Old Town Shooting
 

 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.  APD is releasing videos showing the police response to the 
shooting and associated violence following a peaceful prayer vigil Monday.
 
Timeline:
 

peaceful call for the immediate removal of the Don Juan de Oñate statute located 
outside of the Albuquerque Museum.
 
Prior to the event, there was no indication of planned violence, significant destruction of 
property nor the presence of armed individuals or militia groups. As with past protests, 
APD had its Emergency Response Teams prepared and on stand-by for crowd control if 
the event turned violent. Uniformed officers and marked police cars were not present in 
order to avoid the escalation of tensions.
 
5:20 p.m.: First 911 call about a man with a rifle at Tiguex Park. With the threat of 
armed of individuals poss
developed a plan to stage a quick-action rescue team that would be used only the event 
of an active shooting or for rescue.
 
5:56 p.m.: Second 911 call about the protest and two men with assault rifles and 
tactical equipment. The caller said the men were not pointing weapons.
 
6:00 to 7:10 p.m.: APD monitored the event with continued reports of armed 
individuals. There were no reports of crimes being committed.
 
7:10 to 7:40 p.m.: Additional reports of individuals with guns were called into 911. One 
caller mentioned guns were pointed at teen-agers, but that did not match what was 
being viewed from live video monitored by Incident Command.
 
7:42 p.m.: Several people were gathered around the Oñate statue.
 



 
7:55 p.m.: A subject holding a pick-ax was seen hitting the ground next to the statue. 
The Emergency Response Teams were not deployed at that point because there were 
several peaceful individuals, including teenagers, among the crowd of about 100 
people. Incident commanders chose not to risk the escalation of violence by introducing 
police in protective gear.
 
Police watched live video of the incident and monitored the actions of the armed 
individuals who were gathered around the group and the statue. Officers in plain clothes 
also monitored the scene from a distance. They were not in the crowd.
 
One armed individual eventually walked away from the statue. Soon after a scuffle 
ensued within the crowd. Officers on scene and supervisors watching video saw an 
individual spraying what appeared to be pepper spray toward the crowd. The next day, 
people who were in the crowd posted video online that showed the individual assault a 
female. Police had no knowledge of that video or the assault du ring or immediately 
following the incident.
 
8:04 p.m.: Officers reported shots fired. A caller on 911 at the time also noted shots 
fired. Video feeds also recorded the sounds of shots being fired. One of the Emergency 
Response Teams was deployed. Watch video of ERT members arriving on scene here.
 
8:05 p.m.: -response rescue team deployed
 
8:07 p.m.: ERT arrives within a minute and a half of deployment. Watch video of their 
arrival on scene here.  This video shows officers arrive and immediately detain the 



armed individuals, including the shooter. -
response rescue team as it arrived. The paramedic immediately began life-saving 
measures to the shooting victim.
 
The initial crowd-clearing effort had three immediate goals:

Give space and keep medics safe as they performed life-saving measures to the 
victim.

 Protect quick-response team as they detained all individuals with guns, including 
the shooter.

 Keep crowd from gaining access to more than a dozen guns that were seized 
and placed in the armored bearcat.

 
8:08 p.m.: An AFR Rescue Unit and Engine are dispatched.
 
8:10 p.m.: Rescue arrives on scene. As soon as the scene is secured, the Rescue Unit 
moves up to get the victim.
 
8:15 p.m.: The Rescue Unit leaves the scene.
 
8:26 p.m.: Even after the victim was taken from the scene, several people were 
challenging police and refusing commands to back away from the crime scene. Others 
continued to try to move into the crime scene where 6 individuals were being detained 
and more than a dozen firearms had been secured in the armored bearcats.
 
An individual in the crowd ignores police commands and actively encourages the rest of 
the crowd to move up and into the crime scene, roughly 10 feet away from where the 
confiscated weapons and the detained subjects were being held. Police engage in 
standard tactics to hold the line where protestors could remain at a safe distance. 
Watch video here. The Emergency Response Team attempts to push the crowd back, 
but is unsuccessful. Watch video here.
 
8:26 p.m.: Five of the six detainees were removed from the immediate scene.
 
8:28 p.m.: As the small group of protestors refuse to move to a safe distance from the 
detainee and weapons, police deploy three canisters of smoke to help disperse the 
crowd without engaging in one-on-one uses of force. No tear gas was deployed. While 
the tactic was successful, some individuals continued to challenge police by throwing or 
kicking smoke canisters toward officers. The Emergency Response Team used 4 less-
lethal sponge projectiles, and the quick response team used three less-lethal sponge 
projectiles to stop those individuals. Watch video of the interaction here.
 
8:44 p.m.: As officers waited for a vehicle to arrive and remove the final detainee, the 
crowd of about 100 people is getting aggressive again



 
8:58 p.m.: Officers note individuals slicing a tire and letting air out of the van used to 
transport the Emergency Response Team.
 
9:06 p.m.: There were still about 100 people in the crowd yelling obscenities at police. 
Some were spray painting the Oñate statue.
 
9:34 p.m.
 
9:35 p.m.: Detainees are in holding cells at the APD Main in Downtown.
 
9:35 p.m.: Violent Crimes detectives begin to arrive at the APD Main in Downtown to 

the initial investigation.
 
As detectives worked through the night on the initial investigation, they only had access 
to some video. They did not have access to video from a bystander that surfaced the 
next day showing the initial assault prior to the crowd pursuing the man accused in the 
shooting. Detectives also did not have the benefit of initial witness interviews because 
the top priority of police on scene was to end the violence that followed the shooting. 
The decision was made to have detectives pursue witnesses the next day for 
interviews. The preliminary criminal complaint was just that: preliminary to justify initial 
charges for aggravated battery and a weapons charge. As with every investigation, 
detectives had every intention of pursuing all available video and interview witnesses, 
and work with the district attorney to file additional charges based on all evidence.
 
10:10 p.m.: There were only 2-4 people on scene. No individuals were detained or 
arrested as a result of the ensuring protests against police.
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