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The Mid Region Council of Governments manages the Traffic Monitoring Program which involves the 

collection of traffic count data all major roads in Bernalillo, Valencia, Torrance, Sandoval, and southern 

Santa Fe counties. The resulting traffic data is used to support various transportation planning activities 

and project-support, and to produce annual Traffic Flow Maps of the Albuquerque and outlying rural 

areas. 

Most traffic counts are performed using portable traffic monitoring devices using rubber tubes that 

stretch across the roadway (pneumonic-pulsed tube counters). Devices are placed at a location for 48 

hours which are averaged for a 24-hour count. Counters are set out on Mondays or Tuesdays and picked 

up on Wednesdays or Thursdays. All major roads are counted once every three years, resulting in 

approximately 1000 locations being counted in any given year. Growth factors applied in the intervening 

years and seasonal adjustment factors are applied based on the time the count was taken. MRCOG also 

integrates permanent traffic monitoring-station data from the NMDOT on a periodic basis. 

During the current COVID-19 pandemic and associated stay-at-home restrictions affecting businesses 

and schools, MRCOG has continued is counting efforts in a limited targeted manner to capture this 

critical phenomenon for use in planning and roadway operations. MRCOG count staff are engaged fully 

in social-distancing protocol, and are further protected by the fact that their duties are isolated, without 

interactions with any members of the public or non PPE equipped staff, and operate in relative isolation.  

MRCOG has modified its program accordingly, performing counts at key locations in the urban area such 

as those around activity centers, major and minor corridors, as well as a blend of commercial and non-

commercial areas. Data collection is ongoing, and though not fully processed at this time, some 

interesting patterns are beginning to emerge. Below is a snapshot summary of several locations where 

the travel demand daily pattern is clearly being affected by the Stay-at-Home order. Some key points so 

far: 

• Locations were chosen near Activity Centers, known commute corridors, and other significant 

routes  

• Locations were chosen based on being counted within the past year so as to better reflect the 

immediate effects of the shift in travel 

• It can be clearly seen that volumes are down anywhere from 40-60% (estimated) 

• It appears that the volume reductions are being driven by the reduction in work trips, as noted 

by a significant reduction in the AM peak, a lesser reduction in mid-day and PM peaks. My 

speculation is that this is due to the dominance of work trips in the AM and a corresponding 

lesser impact of work trips in the mid/PM, but combined with the and somewhat offset by the 

non-work trips in the mid-day/PM.   



• The temporal distribution varies by facility type, ie, near freeways or on key commute corridors 

seem to be more affected by the reduction in work trips as noted above (significant drop in AM 

demand) 

• The graphs below are directly from the counts processing program and show the distribution of 

traffic during the day - The blue line represents the previous count, the black line the current 

count.  

As noted, a full assessment is forthcoming. The examples below are a few examples of the patterns I am 

seeing based on a varied sample of counts locations – I expect more to emerge as the data collection 

continues and I am able to integrate the additional data from the NMDOT.  It is important to note the 

differences not only in volume, but also in the daily pattern and the peaks within the day of roadway 

demand.  

 

Here’s one with a noticeable drop in AM demand, combined with a lesser drop in PM demand – Unser 

Blvd north of Dellyne, adjacent residential, minimal commercial, and a significant commute route: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Next, a location with a huge reduction in AM demand, but also a reduction in PM demand – corridor 

dominated by Work trips?  

 

 

Dellyne, a major collector between Coors and Unser, with adjacent residential land use  is showing the 

pronounced reduction in AM demand but minimal reduction in PM. 



 

 

Lomas Blvd, east of Central Ave – a principal arterial with both residential and commercial adjacent land 

uses, as well as connectivity across the entire metro are including a river crossing, interstate access, and 

varied activities/origins and destinations along the route. 



 

 

As noted above, limited but focused data collection continues and more detailed analysis of these 

patterns is forthcoming, but for now, these initia, results are an indication of the broad range of impact 

that the COVID-19 Pandemic is having on mormal traffic patterns. 


